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WHEN YOU CAN GO ANYWHERE, YOU MIGHT
AS WELL LOOK GOOD DOING IT!
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TEXT AND PFHOTOS BY "BRLAN Mc€0R M=K
bout six monfhs-ago we gave you a sampling of what it takes 1o build o megazine quality litted show truck while preview-
ing how fo furm a two-wheel drive F350 info a lifted giant, The now fomous Craig Elder and the crew at Ranch Muffier starf-
ed out by taking a sh o-by super duty and refrofitting f with on aftermarket four-by (Ift kit, ullimately fuming the two-by
our-by. But as we have come lo expect, a simple lift isn't samething you will see aftached to any vehicle that hos

1ig Elder’s name on il The story ended up being o dual aspect e that reve ma-of the simple tricks thal

xducated on just
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| remember Craig saying when ha
bought the super duly that he wos just
going to I It ond moka it look sweet for
Wendy o drive. A litle it ond a few Iricks
1o maoke it @ cool custom raller definitely
lamer than evenyining else he hos buill
Yeoh, right. | guess iFs like when o parson
Is used ko driving 80 mph on the Ireeway
driving 55 Just doesn’t cul Il onymaong

While so many of Craig and Wendy's
past creations have leaned on one-of-o
kind innovahions, Mis giont red beas! s o
nice exampla of how off the shell ports can
be incorporoted 10 credte o crowd pleasing
lifted truck. For storfers. mos! of you may
hove seen tha previously mentionad sus-
pension modificalions Ihot furmed the wo-
wheel drive F350 into o funclional liffed
four-by. Since Iha litt kits for wa-bys won'l
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gat fhe truck up high enough 1o ol on
40s. Croig and the crew of Ranch Multlar
opted o install one of Donohoe Rocing's
The Edge four-whesl drive |ift kits. The
process was octually quite simple consid
ering maost of the holes ware olready in fhe
frame fram the factory, This allowed for
BR's longer hangers and shackles o be
Installad In the front with 10-ingh I lea!l
Springs

Bul replacing the Wwo-by shuff with a Ira
ditionol leal spring design was only fhe
beginning. An axie was needed for which
Craig furned fo Professional Autoworks 1o
assamble with 5: 13 gears, Warn locking
hubs and an Auburm imited slip diff like
fhe rear. Then o moke steering much easl
ar, an Off Rood Unlimiled cross over sleer
Ing kil equipped wilth o Lee Manufocturing
hydraulic ossist system wos installed. This
definitely mokes luming the big fires much
eosier, especially ot slow speeds. Then fo

make he ruck afcially o funchioning four
whesl drive. Elder ond Ranch Muffler
instailed a divorced NP 205 fronsfer cose
with 14:10 U-joints

Taking the suspension further into the
world of wickedness, Donahoe Racing front
and rear froction bors and shock hoops
ware chrome-plated by Foss Plating thin
gasily inshalled. Speaking of chrome-plal-
Ing, It Is omozing what affention 1o defail
will do for o fruck. Craig hos become quile
arficulate in the area of chossis dabailing
As you can clearly see, Iha entire undercor
rage hos been decorated in soma form o
fashion. Tha frame was sanded down and
painted silver 1o matcn the fimish on the
glght King 2.5-inch bypass shiocks, while
all of the suspension components hove
gither bean treated lo Olympic red powder-
coating or Foss chrome-plating, Every nul
and boll 1s just os shiny, which alludes o
Ihe foch one can have o seriously inlense




All of the chossis hos bean elther chrome-ploted of powdercoafed red, including the DR Tha
Edge suspension system and fricked oul oxie housings. Check out the shock mounts fakbd-

cated to house four of the eight King bypass fube shocks.

show ch al aclually works when called
What began as o fwo-by front suspension has evelved into a larger-than lite four-by setup

fo the Ire
While the chassis i and a th consisting of o Donahoe Rocing 10-inch leaf spring [ifr kif, strengthened hangers and a built
i | axle featuring ORU crossover and hydraullc stearing

always 5
choice 1o -:hﬂth 'IJI.U rlrek.

n whesl Irend on liffed fucks,
Ig in the form of 24 X 1[] -inch

name o go with
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and hondiing for any conditions, not fo mention kooking ick In the paint-

Of-rood performonce King shocks, fwo per side, provide the right ride Two-tone fon leather upholstery has been stifched with red flames, whi

ad wheel walls dressad fo match the painted frame and chrome shock

hoops.

power even more, followed by the labrication ol o
cusfom Gibson exhoust system which gives the
truck a mean sound when the fhrofile s hom-
mered

Like the chossis. e super duly body hos been
treated fo extro doses of foclary Ford red paint
courtesy of New Image Autobody. The door han-
dles, mirmors, Snuglid tonneau cover, and APC
grille surround fil with a frick llamed 0J
Motorsparts grille have oll been blended info the
[orge red beast by malching the overall color, You
also notice the matching Nomed fronl bumpet
inser that DJ Molorsports mode o fit bebween the
custom recessed light locations on eiffher side of
fhe front bumper. Speoking of hghts, all of the
lighting fixtures on the fruck are APC products

Inlo the large cab we find that flome sfitched
two-lone ton leather upholstery hos been sewn
over the foctony seals and door pangls thanks o
fhe folks of Cusfom Factory, You olso find he

Wanna go big? Then you will hove to do what Elder
did and get o set of 24 x 10-inch Casis Titan
wheels, have a sef of 3-Inch thick wheel spacers
made, then wrap the wheels with giant 48-inch tall
Titan industriol tires,
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flame elerment hos been infroduced 1o the dash In
[he fonm-of a Mu Image flomed gauge panel Insen
with matching flamed doorsill insers. The only
fime you can sea the cool sill plates s when the
doors ard-open, which also means you will hive
lo leop up onto the chrome-plated and extendad
Kaodiak drop down sfeps 1o get high enough fo
lake 0 peak

Of course, o fruck as frick os this wouldn'l be
complefe withouw! o bumpin’ system. Craig ond
Wendy relied upon the guys of Audio 2000 in
Tueson fo create the elaborale sound systam
While the interior does sport 0 wide range of mids
and highs, mast of he aftention seems 1o veniure
bock fo the bed, where o giant sub cobinget has
bean crafied fo house o poir of 18-inch subs,
which con be seen through o flomed Plexiglas
window: (n the rear of the lealher coverad cabing
Then on the visual lip. o sef of Karvision 7-inch
moenitors have bean fil into Ihe windshield visors,
allowing for the concealed viewing of whalever
DVDY movie suits the siluation

Truthfully | om one who would have thought
we hod already seen Ihe boundaries of how crazy
a lifted street truck could possibly gel, espacially
since the Elders hove bullt just about all of them
Bul il is sale 1o soy ofter seeing Wendy's new
fide, @ truck can shil be more axohc than any
Ihing on ihe rood while focusing on how o use
boll-on ports in o functionally creative way, Of
course there’s something lo be soid lor seeing a
not chick rolling around in o fruck thal slops ral
lic and guells the fide of lestosterons. .Z3

can be Tound on the seals and door panels,
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ok of the front end comes from the installotion of o Te improva the function of the truck both on- ond off-rood, o set of DR's
orts grile insen with matching lower bumper beefly traction bars hove been Instolled both front and rear. You might also
notice thot where the bars mount at the frome, this location of the frame
hos been extended, which provides a more lateral position Tor the bars

WENDY ELDER
FALLBROOK, CA
2000 FORD F3504 X 4
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