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All Fired Up: Shawn
Gibson’s Tall-Ridin’,
Orb-Scorchin’

Heavy-Duty Bow Tie

BY |OEL MOLLIS
Photegraphy: Weaslay Allises

. ] ms MONTH'S COVER TRUCK

| LITERALLY DEFINES THE TERM [N

| vour racr. Howsves, THERE'S

| MUCH MORE TO SHA%N GIason's
BADICALLY MOMFIED CHEVY THAN
arrEARANCE; THE T1 Heavy Durr Cree
CAR 15 THORGUGHLY EGUIFPED WITH
UNDERFINNINGS THAT DELIVER A LEVEL
OF QN-DIET PROAESS THAT FERFECTLY
COMPLEMENT THE B1G Bow Tie's
CLETOMIZED BOTIY.

Olrsously, Shaaw's trickesd 454 i5 B0 low-
ek effort: Eros fop b bottom, the Corona,
Califsmia-based behermcth sparts high-dollar
and scralch-bailt components dhosen and
fabricated a5 much for fumction as for their
snyde and visual impact,

Let's first examine the tnack's suspersion.
T achiieve the moseblond ride beight Shawn
desired. the O IF5 front suspension was
sczapped in frvor of the off-rosd-peoven straight
axde design, which was provided by Off Road
Unlimsted. Although scourately described a5 2
lat. installing the ORL system mequires
extenave chasas aargery, 28 the HI's contrel
arms and most of the sieering system are
sumsmarily removed before the salid nds swap
an procend, Compounding the degree of
difficuliy in creating this wild j5oo-Seres truck
s the fact that Shawn's ride rolled off the GM
assernbly live not a8 a gy bt as 3 2WD dualie.
Monetheless, Feurst Emgincering in Ramong,
California, went on the atiack, positicning
thee e QIR leaf speiing hanpers and sub-
'm;.lmﬂf inn:l.l'irlg ORL-spec rh-inch lrfted
spring packs from Natlonsl Spring. Wit the
truck sulficiently sky'd, Feurst installed a hell
for-stromg Dana G ande. Medt, ORU's trick
crossover steering linkage was installed because
Shawn's ultimate plan callid for the use of
44-inch-&ll tires, and the ORU steering system
15 the cnly reliable manner by which to
TSI BOCUrASE Sieering when nanmning
such buge meats.

While Fearst Engineering was gefting the







stopring and Front deivetrain disled, it found thme o fb 2 set
of shock hoops, which were then flled with Sway-A-Way Race
Ruriner damnpers aquipped with remode reservolrs. Moving to
the rear of the tuck’s chassis, Feurst Engineering again took on
a weris of exdensive upgrades, starting with the removal of the
dual rear whieels and Gres and the installagion of the parts
repaired k5 man 3 single. albert massive, e and whesl at each
endl of Ehe 4o ade. The stoul Lg-bolt GM resr axde supponts
rhinch.lift ¥atioml Spring spring Fnr_'-:s, which are controlled Ly
Sweay-A- Wy damspers with plggyvhack ressrvoire amd ame attmched
o astorn mouts fabhed by Feurst To contrel ade wrap on haoth
thee froe snd pear sdes, Peurst whipped up a functional set of
traction Enks, which 1te masse m-hrﬂmg .‘.]ﬂ'nﬂ'ﬂ] ha.n@
at the front and rear mounting points. To complete the series
of extensiee mods, Feurst Engineering swapped in a 4uy
crirssrnember and installed 3 WP 205 T-case (divesond styic)
bekind the lightly modified 6.6L Duransax Diesel V-8 engine.
With a majerty of the finctional aspects of the chassis
complese, Shawn tumed his fooss 1o the cosmetic Goor of his
HD. Mot of the drivetrain and suspemsion compamests were
removed and sent out for spedalized coating, Electra Tech
Pmd-rl:nﬂ'h'tgm San Marsos, Califorrma, hasdbed the red
prwdieronad an the spring packs and the axde housings, while Foess
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Plating Compazy in Santa Fe Springs, California, applied a shiny coating
iy the traction links and assoned undercarriage poodics,

By mow, yous're aware Bt Shawn went all out on the Chevy's
shevtmetal, Mew [mage Aute Body in Temecul, Calsfornis, was chosen
iy perfoert st of the hase mods, inchuding the shaving of the body
trien and molding, which wes followed by the spraying of the Fire
engine-red paint. With the HD's basecoat in plice, the truck was hauled
b Anaheir. Californiz, where $teee Vandemon of Abgobutely Custorms
Pairt laid deram the fery graphics using House of Color Pearl Oange
and Yelkow paing highlighted by Silver hletallic instripes,

With such radically extensive modifications showorsed en the Chen's
undercarriage and body, it woukd be a shame to Jeave the QE imterior
imtact. Shamm didn't dissppains. derecting that a fill arvay of comfoet and

entertainment sccessories be installed inside the cbin, Mike Cox
of Professional Auno Sousd in Westhke Villige, Califoenda, was
responedile fioe the custom upgredes to the Bow Tie's inberior
srals and rm'u_l-:.'l'h-mt: were overed in dharooal-colored
leather that's accerded with hand-stinched red flames, while the
door paneds and hesdliner received tweed covering ina graphite
heae, replete with maiching Mames

For kickin® sounds, the asdio pros at Goins Autoenotive
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Group were called in. The Tempe, Arzons-based sound experts assembled and installed
a prepium endertainment sysiem festuring 3 Bhupunkt hesd wnit, multiple Blaupanks
amgificrs, 3 quariet of iangleshaped Bazooka subwooliers, and muliiple mid wooless
and tweeters strategically placed in the door panels and dash, For visual entertainment,
and to keep an eve on tailgaters, Goins instalied Santeca video monitors in the back
of the headrests and a reandew mondor in place of the inlemkor rearvies méme
With the truck complete, Shawn set off for the HDVE first major show, the ‘oz SEMA
Sherw in Las Yegas, whese onlookers were stunned at the g's level of baild quakity and
detail What they dide't see was Shawn throktling the: showy Chevy for the lens of Wes
Allsson during our cover sheot, shitherirg the HD theough the mud during 2 rare, raing
SoCal day, and apparently loving every mimute of il As we watched Shawn get the HD
Iusried, we remarked whit 3 refreshing change 3§ was bo see 3 showworthy sk schually
being wsed for “wheeling in a manner that threw caution o the wind, We'd further
observe that this tnack peoves beyond a doubt that Shawn's bluepnnt for a 44, which
wionth] exdebat ecual pasts shew and go, was solid, Moreover, this gx drives home the
fact that stylish kooks and mae off-red pedformance an: certainky not noutually exusie
oorreps, 2 Jeast ot on a wehicke modiBed by a dedicated and dever enthusiast like
Shawn Gibacn,
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